
Work ing with Children and Youth 
who have Engaged in Sexually 

Harming Behaviour

SERIES A:  
Chi ldren Who Engage in  Concerning S exual  B ehaviours 

This series focuses on understanding concerning sexual behaviour in children under 12 years of age – 
prepubescent.  The first workshop is open to all  those who work with children and have an interest in 

understanding CSB. For those who will  be providing direct service to children under 12 who engage in CSB, we 
encourage taking the entire series (1 through 5).

Workshop #1: Understanding CSB

Description:

Children under 12 who engage in problematic behaviours are a diverse group. Having a developmentally 
appropriate lens provides a uniquely different approach to understand the characteristics and motivations of 
engaging in sexual behaviours prior to the onset of puberty.  I t  is  important to distinguish normative child sexual 
behaviour and sexual play from problematic or concerning behaviours.

Objectives:

•  To understand the characteristics and motivation of children who engage in problematic or concerning 
sexual behaviour. 

•  To examine through a developmental lens,  normative and concerning sexual behaviours.

•  To identify strategies for engaging and working with parents. 

Facilitators:  Nancy Falls,  Ed.d.,  RP and Franca Iannotta,  C.Psych

Workshop #2: Assessment

Description:

A comprehensive assessment is essential  and considered best practice. Assessing all  areas of functioning will 
help determine the child’s strengths and areas of concern. Working with children under 12 also requires the 
involvement of parents/caregivers.  Safety is paramount and decisions to remove children under 12 from their 
family,  requires careful and cautious consideration.

Objectives:

•  To examine functional areas to be assessed. 

•  To identify age -appropriate language and assessment tools. 

•   To discuss the use of psychometrics and areas of discussion in a parental interview. 

Facilitators:  Nancy Falls,  Ed.d.,  RP and Franca Iannotta,  C.Psych
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Workshop #3: Assessing Concern - ARSBP

Description:

Once all  of the assessment information is gathered, it  is  then time to make sense of the information, determine 
the level of concern of the behaviour and what are the treatment recommendations. The ARSBP is a tool that 
has been developed based on empirical evidence to guide decision making based on the level of concern of the 
sexualized behaviours.

Objectives:

•  To discuss the development of the ARSBP and the factors that assess the level of concern of sexual 
behaviours in children

• How to draw out the information for the ARSBP from the assessment –eg  identifying specific tools,  questions 
or sources of information

• To discuss how assessment information is shared with the parents within a developmental context 

•  To highlight the safety needs based on the level of concerning sexual behaviour

Facilitators:  Nancy Falls,  Ed.d.,  RP and Franca Iannotta,  C.Psych

Workshop #4: Treatment Part A

Description:

Treatment for children engaged in concerning sexual behaviour is individual and based on the results of a 
comprehensive assessment. Depending on their age, developmental stage, temperament, past victimizations 
and the degree of stabil ity in their world (past and present),  children will  respond/react differently.  Treatment 
will  help children sort out the function of the behaviour and develop creative interventions unique to the child 
and circumstance.

Objectives:

•  To develop creative and specific interventions tailored to match the needs of a child. 

•  To teach age -appropriate healthy sexuality,  and to desensitize children who have been prematurely exposed 
to adult sexuality. 

•  To discuss the creation, use, and adaptation of safety plans required to ensure the safety of children in their 
home, school,  and community environments.

•  To provide appropriate resources and supports for parents and caregivers.

Workshop #5: Treatment Part B

Description:

This workshop is a continuation of the previous Part A workshop on providing treatment for children under 12 
who have engaged in concerning sexual behaviours.  Participants need to have enrolled in Part A.

Facilitators:  Heather Barbour,  B.SC.,  RSW and Nancy Rumble, M.S.W.,  RSW


