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Although we cannot be 
together, we did not want 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳΩǎ нрǘƘ 
Anniversary to go by 
unnoticed. We have 
compiled some reflections 
to commemorate this 
milestone!

Celebrating
25 Years!



25 Years in Review!

FOUNDED IN 
1995

TheContinuum of Services of 
Adolescents Who Have 

Engaged in Sexually Abusive 
Behaviour  grew out of a small 
group of clinicians in Toronto 

who met to discuss and 
coordinate their work with 
youth who have engaged in 
sexually abusive behaviour.

A COALITION 
OF AGENCIES

Still true to its origins, The 
Continuum continues to be 
a coalition of agencies and 
individuals committed to 
reducing sexual violence 

and protecting the 
community.

LEADERSHIP

Since 1995, The Continuum 
has endeavoured to provide 
leadership in their field. Our 

annual conference has 
provided up-to-date training 

on a variety of topics related to 
the assessment and treatment 
of youth who have engaged in 

sexually abusive behaviour.

CELEBRATING 
25 YEARS!

Reflecting on 25 years of The 
Continuum, we recognize that 

words matter. The words we use 
Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
attitudes, and actions. As such, The 

Continuum will undergo a name 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻΥ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ƻŦ 

Services for Adolescents Who Have 
Engaged in Sexually Abusive 

.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊέΦ



Our Evolution

Our rootsrun deep. Our mission has 
remained the same.  Take a peek at 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
workshops and newsletters.

1999 to 2002



Our Evolution

Our rootsrun deep. Our mission has 
remained the same.  Take a peek at 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 
newsletters and event programs.

2001 to 2020



OUR
REFLECTIONS

/IL[5w9bΩ{ !L5 {h/L9¢¸ bLtL{{LbD ϧ 
PARRY SOUND

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ 
Conference has been a source of current 
evidence based practices, which has shaped the 
way we deliver our services. We have always 
left the conference, having gained new 
information and a sense of support and 
validation from fellow professionals. Thank you 
to Radius, and to all who help organize this 
conference, as you are an invaluable source of 
knowledge, and even more important, an 
escape from the snow and black flies of 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦέ

Community Support Team of Nipissing/Parry 
Sound and Muskoka



άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ serving on the 
Continuum Committee with caring and 
passionate professionals from 2010-
2018. The community of practice that 
was fostered through this committee 
is truly unique - as it is rare to sit on a 
committee that cross-pollinates in a 
field with clinicians,probation, 
childwelfare, court workers and 
prevention educators. I feel incredibly 
fortunate for the opportunities I have 
had meeting experts and leaders in 
the field both locally and 
internationally. I have gained 
incredible knowledge from my 
participation, but I am most thankful 
for the professional relationships and 
friendships I have made over my time 
with this committee. Congratulations 
on 25 years of partnerships, 
education, and a commitment to 
serving vulnerable youth. Thank you 
for letting me play a small role in this 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ

GAELA MINTZ



ANDREADUNCAN

άI would like to thank the many staff and 
volunteers who have worked hard to put on the 
yearly Continuum to support individuals in the 
field. Unlike the United States the GTA offers 
very little in regards toconferences and 
trainings to support youth with sexualized 
behaviour. I started attending The Continuum 
when I joined the sexual abuse treatment 
program in 2011 and I believed I have only 
missed one of the Continuum conferences to 
date.Keep up the good work and I look forward 
to attending future ContinuumsΦέ



PETER HOAG

ά!ǎ L ǊŜŎŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ 
few reports in the newspapers about a rash of 

adolescents with developmental delays offending in the 
community. The Advocates Office wanted a review of 
what sort of treatment was being offered throughout 

the province. A survey was prepared and sent out to all 
agencies around Ontario and the returning responses 

had a number of programs indicating they did do 
άhŦŦŜƴŎŜ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

meant was that they were filling their beds with youth 
who had offended but had no evidence based 

treatments or interventions. I believe Dr. Tracey Curwen 
headed the collection of data.  The Committee to 

research this was made up of Continuum members, but 
I mostly remember Rick Owens and Jim Worling as 

actively involved. Upon presenting these findings to the 
Minister, funding was made available for province-wide 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦέ



άCongratulations to all of those who have made 
the Continuum a success these past 25 years! 

We appreciate both the focus and honoring of 
collaborative and multidisciplinary team work in 

providing service to adolescents. The information 
and knowledge we have gained from the various 

presenters has been invaluable, as has the 
opportunity to meet new colleagues or 

strengthen previous connections. We were 
honoured to be awarded the Jim Shea award. To 

be recognized and acknowledged for the work 
we do brought immense pride to our teamΗέ

RESILIENCECONNECTIONSNIAGARA TEAM
SHARLENE SMITH AND KIM MADDEN



HEATHER BARBOUR

άWƛƳ {ƘŜŀ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ IŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
young people and their families that we worked 
with, but in the therapists he gathered round. 
Presenting at The Continuum has been an 
extension of that belief. Being able to share with 
the larger community the work we are trying with 
youth has been an opportunity for us to build our 
practice-based evidence. A way to create our 
larger reflective practice. It has given me the 
courage to try things when there was yet a road 
map to follow. I hope and believe The Continuum 
gives our community of practitioners an annual 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ

HEATHER BARBOUR





JEAN GAUTHIER

άBeing a Probation Officer for 30 years and during that time specializing with youth 
that have offended sexually, I have enjoyed and depended on the knowledge and 

expertise I received on a yearly basis attending The Continuum Conference. 

I attended most years during my career and always appreciated the cutting edge
research and hands on tools, techniques and strategies that were provided during 

the workshops that I could take back and adopt into my practice. Working with 
youth that offend sexually can be a very challenging and yet rewarding 

experience and sharing our experiences and practices with like-minded 
individuals was always extremely helpful. The connections I made as well as the 

resources and contacts I established over the years made the service I provided to 
my clients much richer, appropriate and practical. 

I was also honoured to receive the Jim Shea award at one of these conferences for my 
continued work and involvement with this population and this acknowledgment 
was greatly appreciated as I was not from a clinical background but from a case 

management direct intervention role. 

I would greatly encourage anyone who is interested in enhancing their knowledge and 
skills working with this unique population to attend and the breaks, snacks and 

ŦƻƻŘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻƻΦέ



SHELLEY KAVANAUGH

άL ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмо 
Continuum; Promoting Healthy Outcomes 

Through Innovative Approaches with Keynote 
Speaker John Briere. Sharing how expressive 

arts plays an integral role in facilitating health 
and wellness for youth and the community 

through an experiential workshop was such a 
great experience. Equally as gratifying has 

been the experience of learning from 
ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦέ



HEATHER BARBOUR

NANCY FALLS

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ WƛƳ {ƘŜŀ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нлмтΦ !ǎ L ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻǾŜǊ 
the years that I have been involved in working with youth who have engaged in sexually harming 
behaviors, the professional connections I have made, and the learning I have done through the 
Continuum, four words come to mind that capture my experience: To listen, To learn, To gather and 
To share.

To Listen with compassion and understanding to the children, youth, and families who have placed 
their trust in us as professionals and to listen to the varying professional perspectives as we work 
towards a common goal.

To Learn as a life-long endeavor ςwe learn not only from every encounter with our clients,  the 
Continuum has provided a valuable and cost- effective opportunity to learn and grow as professionals. 

To Gather people and resources. Jim Shea was exceptional at gathering a group of passionate and 
talented clinicians and I was very fortunate to have that opportunity to be a clinical consultant. The 
Continuum has provided the forum for us to gather as professionals who do this unique and 
challenging work. Being a part of the organizing committee for a number ofyears has allowed me to 
make and maintain connections with those who I otherwise would not have had the opportunity.

To Share.  The Continuum has been an opportunity for us to gather and so generously share our 
knowledge. We have valued and highlighted the many accomplishments of our local and Canadian 
talent.

In summary, the Continuum has provided: the environment where people can share freely their 
struggles in the work, the up to date research and clinical perspective to further our understanding of 
how we help youth who have offended sexually and their families, and the opportunity develop lasting 
professional connections. Congratulations on 25 years.έ



RICK OWENS

άI was - and still am - quite grateful for the opportunity 
to have been a part of the Continuum, especially in 
those early days.It provided me a chance to work with 
and learn from some of the best and brightest folks in 
this field and in this part of the world.For the first 
couple of years on the Steering Committee I felt like 
the kid who finally graduates to sitting with the grown-
ups (I'm thinking particularly of folks like Jim Worling 
and Judy Tudiver, both of whom were 11 feet tall, as I 
recall, and exceptionally good at what they did).The 
Steering, Training and Legal Issues Committees were 
each populated by a wonderful group of people 
committed to the larger project of supporting the work 
of the broader community of folks working with youth 
who had sexually offended.The Continuum was a 
great idea back then and has remained so for 25 
years. My thanks to the folks who started it, and to all 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΗέ





άOver many years my involvement with The 
Continuum has provided me with the 

opportunity to network with people who 
are leaders in the field of sexual offence 

specific counselling. The learning 
opportunities and knowledge gained have 
helped me to become more confident and 

knowledgeable in my work which translates 
to better outcomes for the youth we serve. 

The personal contacts I have made have 
been invaluable. Without The Continuum I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ 

to share our knowledge, research and 
expertise. Please continue this important 

work and congratulations on the 25 

year anniversaryέ

KEVIN MCNAMEE



TRACEYCURWEN

άI was involved in the early stages of the Continuum, 
which was part of my introduction to the field; I 
learned a great deal at that time, including the value of 
multi-systemic collaboration.The Continuum has 
maintained the vision by nurturing and growing those 
initial collaborative goals, which have resulted in an 
invaluable clinical, practical, and research alliance. 

During my first meeting with Jim Shea, his warm 
professionalism was evident.My fond memories of Jim 
include his commitment to providing youth with a safe 
and nurturing environment, fed by good clinical and 
research knowledge. I was grateful to receive the Jim 
Shea Award and I am still honoured to have my name 
associated with hisΦέ



MICHAEL DAVIS

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ 
on my practice, both by introducing me to other 

clinicians working with this population and to 
new ideas in regards toour work. I remember 

the newsletter that The Continuum used to send 
ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ флΩǎΦDuring a time when the 

internet was still in its infancy the newsletter kept 
us updated on research and training in the GTA 

area. I also consider it an honour to have served 
on the legal issues and conference committee 

and through those experiences I met many 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ



DR. JAMES WORLING

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ǊΦ WǳŘȅ Tudiver, Ph.D., C.Psych., a 
psychologist at the J. D. Griffin Centre in Toronto. In the Spring of 1995, 

Judy contacted a few colleagues in Toronto who also worked at agencies 
providing services to adolescents who had offended sexually; with the goal 
of addressing service gaps and sharing resources.I was fortunate enough 

to be one of the people invited to the first meeting and to continue to 
work with Judy to address this goal. 

Many dedicated individuals from several different agencies in Southern Ontario 
assisted with our goals of training, information sharing, and working to 
address the gaps in services.In 2002, with helpful guidance from Rick 

hǿŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ {ƘŜŀΣ ǿŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ 
ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ²Ƙƻ {ŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ hŦŦŜƴŘέ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƭŀōŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ άƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎέΦ

It was a tremendous privilege for me to have been involved in the inception and 
early development of the Continuum, and I was honouredto speak at 

several of the annual conferences between 1996 and 2017.I hope that Dr. 
¢ǳŘƛǾŜǊΩǎvision of collaborative and enhanced services for youth who have 

offended sexually continues into the futureΦέ

(excerptfrom http://www.drjamesworling.com/continuum.html)

http://www.drjamesworling.com/continuum.html


άAs a regular attendee, I always feel 
privileged to be amongst such a 
group of committed clinicians. 
People come from so many different 
settings and different disciplines all 
with the same goal of improving 
their learning to enable their work 
with adolescents to be the best it 
can be. We often under estimateour 
local expertise, and the Continuum 
reminds us to look around and 
recognize the home grown talent! In 
presenting the Jim Shea award to 
Nancy Falls, I was honouredto 
acknowledge the contribution of a 
valued colleague and friend because 
Jim was one of my two mentors in 
the field, the other being Geraldine 
CrisciΦέ 

FRANCA IANNOTTA



DR.DANACOSTIN
DR.SIEGISCHULER

άLǘ was our honourto both present at the Continuum Conference and alsoattend the 
Conference for many years.  Since it was first formed by a number of forward-thinking 

colleagues, the Continuum membership has provided a much needed, relied upon, and 
respected community of practice, research, and education for clinicians, researchers, other 

professionals, and students who are engaged in prevention and intervention with adolescents 
who have caused sexual harm.  The Continuum Conference always felt like a welcoming 
environment for important dialogue and education about the challenges, successes, and 
evolution of our field, especially at times when it felt as though there were so few of us 

engaged in this work.  As much as we valued the lessons learned at each Conference, it was 
equally important to both of us that the annual Continuum Conference was also a time to 

socialize, catch up, and laugh with colleagues and friends from both near and far, and to 
establish and deepen connections that were often both professional and personal. We strongly 

believe that the fondness and respect demonstrated through the Continuum collaborations 
over the years helped to shape the very collaborative and supportive nature of our field in 

Ontario.  Involvement with the Steering Committee (for Siegi) for a number ofyears was 
formative in developing an interest in addressing system issues and promoting system 

collaborations. It was particularly humbling and sentimental (for Siegi) to receive the Jim Shea 
award at the 2013 Conference, as this award honoursan individual who was both my friend 

and very first mentor in this important work. We look back on our many experiences with the 
Continuum with fondness, and we are so proud and honouredto be involved in saluting the 

Continuum membership and leadership, both past and present, in celebrating this incredible 
25-year milestone of collaboration, community, and commitment to exemplary practiceΦέ 



NEW PATH YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES

άThe Continuum Conference has provided New Path 
and the staff who have attended the opportunity to 
stay connected in a field of work where support and 
connection are most important. Each year New Path 
has attended, staff have returned excited to share and 
implement new strategies or feeling restored about the 
good work they have been doing. The Continuum 
Conference is indispensable to learning and staying 
informed about best practices and upcoming trends. 
New Path is excited about the upcoming conferences 
and the enrichment in learning that comes with 
attendingΦέ



JIMSHEAMEMORALAWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE

A COALITION 
OF AGENCIES

Still true to its origins, The 
Continuum continues to be 
a coalition of agencies and 
individuals committed to 
reducing sexual violence 

and protecting the 
community.

JimSheaspentmuchof hissocialwork careerdeveloping
anddelivering services for youth who have engaged in 
sexually abusive behaviourand for those affected by them.  
He was the founding Director of the Peel Collaborative Child 
and Adolescent Sexual Abuse Treatment Program, where he 
worked until his death in the summer of 2005. 

Jim was widely recognized for having cultivated and 
nurtured a team of professionals who provided outstanding 
service to Peel Region, andhave gone on to populate many 
of the agencies and organization engaged in this work 
throughout Southern Ontario.

Thisawardismadeoncea yearto someone who has made 
a significant contribution to the development and provision 
of services to youth who have engaged in sexually abusive 
behaviour. Recipients are those who, like Jim, have 
contributed to our development and collaboration as a 
service community, have encouraged and supported 
workers, especially those just entering intothis field of 
practice, and who have engaged in practice that is 
respectful, collaborative and effective.



THE2020CONTINUUMCONFERENCEORGANIZINGCOMMITTEE




