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Founded in 1995, the Continuum of Services 

for Adolescents Who Have Engaged 

in Sexually Abusive Behaviour (The 

Continuum) grew out of a small group of clinicians 

in Toronto who met to discuss and coordinate their 

work with youth who have engaged in sexually 

abusive behaviour. This group shared a commitment 

to providing effective treatment to these youth in 

order to reduce sexual offence recidivism, and thereby 

reduce further victimization. With the move to a more 

formal network came the inclusion of a much wider 

range of professional groups and service providers, 

including probation, residential and day treatment 

programs, children’s mental health centres, child 

welfare agencies, the police, the judiciary, lawyers 

and Crown Attorneys. As the name suggests, the 

intention was to support and coordinate the work of 

this “continuum” of services and people who become 

involved with these youth, from the first point of 

contact to their transitioning from treatment.

Since 1995, The Continuum has endeavoured 

to provide leadership in their field. Our 

annual conference has provided up-to-

date training on a variety of topics related to the 

assessment and treatment of youth who have 

engaged in sexually abusive behaviour, and other 

clinically relevant topics.  Through a grant from the 

Ontario Trillium Foundation in the late 1990s, The 

Continuum initiated a research project designed to 

measure the efficacy of comprehensive treatment and 

to inform the development of best practice standards. 

This project later became the foundation for a long-

term national research project.

For several years, beginning in the late 1990s, 

The Continuum’s Steering Committee 

created a Legal Issues Sub-Committee to 

identify legislative and procedural barriers in the 

youth justice, child welfare and treatment systems. 

Finally, The Continuum has, throughout its existence, 

been a persistent conduit for advocacy for the 

treatment needs of this population and the resource 

needs of those who share our commitment to 

reducing sexual violence.

Still true to its origins, The Continuum 

continues to be a coalition of agencies and 

individuals committed to reducing sexual 

violence and protecting the community. We still 

receive no outside funding, so we depend on our 

participants to carry out and support the work of The 

Continuum. Our strength and dynamism comes from 

the individuals and organizations that make up The 

Continuum. We invite you to get involved and to stay 

in touch.

In anticipation of the 25th Anniversary in 
2020, there is a recognition that words 
matter. The words we use can influence 

people’s perceptions, attitudes, and actions.  As 
professionals working to address misperceptions 
about sexual abuse, we recognize the importance 
of accurately communicating about individuals 
who have abused, in the hope that they will have 
opportunities to live safe, fulfilling and offence-
free lives. As such, The Continuum will undergo 
another name change to:  “The Continuum Of 
Services For Adolescents Who Have Engaged In 
Sexually Abusive Behaviour”.

ABOUT THE CONTINUUM
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We have developed a non-judgmental and developmentally appropriate, reflective tool to help understand 
and chronicle a youth’s digital experience, entitled My Digital Journey (MDJ)©. It is intended to be used 

as an adjunct to supplement a comprehensive assessment for youth who have committed sexual offences 
(and children under the age of 12 that engage in concerning sexualized bahviour). This workshop will 

invite participants to interact and become familiar with the tool; to become aware of the benefits of using of 
using an alternative, non-judgemental approach and to explore how the tool may augment current 

assessment practices.

Heather Barbour, 
Karen Holladay, 
Franca Iannotta, 
Nancy Rumble 
My Digital Journey (MDJ)©

SPEAKERS

Abstract:
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FEATURED SPEAKERS

Bios:
Heather Barbour, B.S.W., R.S.W. brings over thirty years of experience in working with children and their families, both in 
mental health as well as family service agency settings. She has developed specialized clinical skills in the area of trauma 
assessment and treatment for preschool, latency aged children, as well as adolescents.

Karen Holladay, Dip.C.S., RP has been working with children, adolescents and their families for more than 25 years, 
both as a clinician in, and as a consultant to, sexual abuse-specific programs operated by children’s mental health centres 
and residential treatment facilities.

Franca A. Iannotta, C. Psych. is a Registered Psychologist in private practice in the Greater Toronto Area. Over the past 
30 years she has provided a wide range of psychological services to children, youth and their parents related to learning, 
trauma, sexualized behaviour, and adolescent sexual offending behaviour.

Nancy Rumble, M.Sc. M.S.W., R.S.W. has been a practicing clinical social worker for over six years. She specializes in 
the assessment and treatment of children and adolescents who have experienced a variety of trauma including sexual, 
emotional and physical abuse, neglect, and war trauma.



SPEAKERS

Dr. Sandy 
Jung 

Applying the Risk, Need , and 
Responsivity (RNR) Principles to 

Adolescents Who Have Engaged in 
Sexually Abusive Behaviour

This workshop will focus on the practical application of a widely accepted theory of criminal 
conduct known as the Risk-Need-Responsivity (RNR) model in guiding offender management and 
rehabilitation. The RNR princples are well-supported by empirical research and endorsed by many 

correctional organizations across North America and other parts of the world. After summarizing the 
history of RNR and the science behind it, this presentation will focus on translating RNR principles 
into practice with adolescent populations; describe what that looks like; and examine the potential 

challenges of the implementation with youth. The goal is to offer practical tools to effectively 
implement these principles with youth who have engaged in sexually abusive behaviour in both 

clinical practice and supervision.

Abstract:

Bio:

Dr. Sandy Jung, Ph.D., R.Psych. is a Professor of Psychology and Board of Governors Research Chair at 
MacEwan University. She is an active researcher and educator who publishes research on sexual and violent 

offenders and risk assessment. She was a recipient of the Distinguished Teaching Award in 2017 and the 
Distinguished Research Away in 2018 at MacEwan. Currently, she chairs the Criminal Justice Psychology Section 
of the Canadian Psychological Association and is an Assistant Adjunct Professor in the Department of Psychiatry 

at the University of Alberta.

FEATURED SPEAKER
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SPEAKERS

Dr. Nadine 
Thornhill, Ed.D. 
An Intersectional Approach to 
Consent Education and Sexual 
Violence Prevention

Anti-racism is an essential part of building a consent culture. But sexual violence prevention strategies 
often ignore people of colour, and the specific challenge we face in terms of our sexual agency. In 

this workshop, we will look at the relationship between racism and rape culture, and explore a new, 
intersectional approach to consent education and victim support.

Abstract:

Bio:

Dr. Nadine Thornhill, Ed.D. is considered one of Canada’s foremost experts on child and adolescent sexuality, Dr. 
Thornhill’s experience as an educator is vast and varied. She served as director for Planned Parenthood Ottawa’s 

youth-led sex-ed program Insight Theatre. She went on to study at The Institute For The Advanced Study Of Human 
Sexuality in San Francisco, earning her Certification in Sex Education, followed by her Doctorate of Education. 

Upon returning to Canada, Dr. Thornhill established a sex education practice in her hometown of Toronto, Ontario. 
She’s since worked with institutions such as The University of Toronto, The Center For Sex Education, George Brown 

College, The University of Western Ontario, The Unitarian Universalist Association, Carleton University, The 519, 
and the Toronto District School Board. Dr. Thornhill has taught hundreds of people in private sessions, online events, 

conference presentations, and speaking engagements.

Dr. Thornhill has written for several publications, including Today’s Parent, The Huffington Post, and The Yummy 
Mummy Club. She created the acclaimed YouTube project #SaveSexEd and writes and co-hosts the web-series  

Sex Ed School.

FEATURED SPEAKER
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SPEAKERS

Julie S. 
Lalonde 

“But I Don’t Want to Make it 
Awkward!” Engaging Youth to End 

Sexual Violence

FEATURED SPEAKER

From the Ghomeshi trial to the #MeToo moment, there have been no shortage of discussions about 
consent and sexual violence these past few years. The conversations are important but they’re not 

always easy. In this interactive presentation, public educator Julie S. Lalonde will share best practices 
for engaging youth in a productive discussion of how to prevent sexual violence.

Abstract:

Bio:

Julie S. Lalonde is an internationally recognized women’s rights advocate and public educator. A franco-
ontarienne from Northern Ontario, she is based in Ottawa. Julie has spent the last 17 years dedicated to 

ending sexual violence, engaging bystanders and building communities of support. She has won numerous 
awards for her work, including the Governor General’s Award in Commemoration of the Persons Case. Her 

memoir Resilience is Futile will be released February 2020.
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

4Monday

May 2020

1:15 PM - 2:30 PM

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM

Applying the Risk, Need, and Responsivity 
(RNR) Principles to Adolescents Who Have 
Engaged in Sexually Abusive Behaviour 
Dr. Sandy Jung, Ph.d., R. Psych.

2:45 PM - 4:15 PM

Refreshment Break

Presentation Continues 
Dr. Sandy Jung, Ph.d., R. Psych.

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM

Sign-In and Conference Envelope Pick-Up

Opening Remarks

My Digital Journey 
Heather Barbour, Karen Holladay,  
Franca Iannotta, Nancy Rumble

Refreshment Break

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM

My Digital Journey 
Heather Barbour, Karen Holladay,  
Franca Iannotta, Nancy Rumble

Lunch Break on Your Own

Today's Research, Tomorrow's Future

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
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May 2020

5Tuesday

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
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2:30 PM - 2:45 PM Refreshment Break

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM Presentation Continues 
Julie S. Lalonde

9:00 AM - 9:10 AM Opening Remarks

9:10 AM - 10:30 AM

10:45 AM - 12:00 PM Presentation Continues 
Dr. Nadine Thornhill, Ed.D.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Refreshment Break

An Intersectional Approach to Consent 
Education and Sexual Violence Prevention 
Dr. Nadine Thornhill, Ed.D.

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM

In-House Lunch (Included in Registration Fee) 
The Jim Shea Award Presentation

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM “But I Don’t Want to Make it Awkward!” 
Engaging Youth to End Sexual Violence 
Julie S. Lalonde



THE JIM SHEA MEMORIAL AWARD 
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

Call for Nominations

Jim Shea spent much of his social work 
career developing and delivering 
services for youth who have engaged 

in sexually abusive behaviour and for those 
affected by them. He was the founding 
Director of the Peel Collaborative Child 
and Adolescent Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Program, where he worked until his death in 
the summer of 2005. 

This award is made once a year to 
someone from the Continuum's 
membership who has made a 

significant contribution to the development 
and provision of services to youth who 
have sexually offended. Recipients are 
those who, like Jim, have contributed to our 
development and collaboration as a service 
community, have encouraged and supported 
workers, especially those just entering in this 
field of practice, and who have engaged in 
practice that is respectful, collaborative and 
effective.

Each year the Continuum Committee 
invites members of the Continuum 
to nominate someone who meets 

the following criteria:
• Nominees should have been involved 

in working for a significant period of 
time with youth who have engaged in 
sexually abusive behaviour, their families 
and those affected by their offending 
behaviour.

• Their practice should have had an impact 
on the youth and/or service providers in 
Ontario.

• Their contribution to this field of practice, 
in whichever role they occupy, should 
be remarkable for its longevity, impact, 
novelty or scope.

• They have practiced in a way that has 
fostered appropriate attention to the 
issues and an appropriate regard for the 
youth we collectively serve.

• They have yet to receive recognition for 
their efforts that is clearly deserved. 

Please forward your nominations with 
a brief summary outlining how your 
nominee meets the above criteria. 

Nominations should be submitted no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 3, 2020.

Submission Deadline: Friday, April 3, 2020 before 5:00 p.m.

AWARDS
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Nominee Information

Name of Nominee:

Affiliated Organization(s):

Credentials:

Years of Service:

How has the Nominee made a significant contribution to the development and provision 

of services to youth who have sexually offended.

Thank you for your nomination!

Submissions Instructions:

1. Click the "SUBMIT" button below to email OR

2. Fill in and email this page to: Allison Swanson at aswanson@radiuschild-youthservices.ca

NOMINATION FORM
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Registration  Fees:

Earlybird (before April 1, 2020):

General: Student:

$255 $265

$325 $255

Please Note the Following:

• Registered Social Workers of OASW may qualify for reimbursement of conference fees. Applications can be found here.
• Student Fee - a photocopy of current Student I.D. must accompany registration. Email to: aswanson@radiuschild-

youthservices.ca.

• Group Fees - Applicable to three (3) or more from the same Agency/Organization. All individuals must register at the same 

time to receive the group discount.

• The Contact Person (CP) for the group should be listed below if different than the Primary Attendee.

• Participants who register online will receive an automatic registration confirmation by email from CanadaHelps following 

their payment submission. For those who submit their registration by fax or mail, confirmations will be generated and 

emailed from Radius Child and Youth Services prior to the conference. Please bring this email confirmation with you to the 

conference.

• Provided Meals - Conference registration fees include continental breakfast, mid-morning and afternooon snacks for both 

days of the conference plus lunch on Tuesday, May 5, 2020.

• SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS - If you are paying via credit card, choose one of the following: 
OPTION A: 
1. Fill out the form. 
2. Click the "SUBMIT" button at the bottom of this document and email. 

OPTION B: 
1. Fill out the form and print, or print and fill out by hand. 

2. Fax the document to: 416.744.7776 

If you are payinng via cheque, choose one of the following: 

OPTION A: 

1. Fill our the form. 

2. Click the "SUBMIT" button at the bottom and email. 

4. Make cheque payable to Radius Child and Youth Services and mail the cheque(s) to the address below. 

OPTION B: 

1. Fill out the form and  print, or print and fill out by hand. 

2. Make cheque payable to Radius Child and Youth Services and mail the form along with the cheque(s) to: 
 

**NOTE:  We welcome an open and free exchange of ideas and perspectives at this year’s Continuum Conference.  Please note that 
we do not endorse nor repudiate the views and opinions of any of the guest speakers/presenters. Further, the target audience of the 
Continuum Conference is: mental health professionals, social workers, probation officers, residential staff, child welfare staff, judiciary, 
therapists and child and youth workers.

Group:

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Radius Child and Youth Services | Attn: Allison Swanson 
60 Lakeshore Road West | Oakville, ON | L6K 1E1
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The Continuum reserves the right to cancel workshops due, but not limited to, under enrollment, work stoppages, instructor illness or inclement weather. 
If cancelled, the Continuum is responsible for refunding only the registration fee paid less 10% service charge and is not responsible for any other expenses 
such as travel or hospitality.

All refund requests must be made no later than April 20, 2020.

A cancellation fee of $20.00 will apply.

Attendee #1

Last Name:

Street Address:

Province:

First Name:

Agency/Organization:

Apt/Suite #:

City:

CP Phone:

Food Allergies:

Contact Person (CP) Full Name:

CP Email:

* If paying by cheque, please make payable to Radius Child and Youth Services and mail with this form.

Vegetarian Required?:

Expiry: Security Code:

Phone:

Attendee Type:

Card Number:

Postal Code:

Email:

Payment Method:

Cheque

Last Name:

Street Address:

Province:

First Name:

Agency/Organization:

Apt/Suite #:

City:

CP Phone:

Food Allergies:

Contact Person (CP) Full Name:

CP Email:

* If paying by cheque, please make payable to Radius Child and Youth Services and mail with this form.

Vegetarian Required?:

Expiry: Security Code:

Phone:

Attendee Type:

Card Number:

Postal Code:

Email:

Payment Method:

Cheque

Attendee #2

REGISTRATION FORM
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CONTINUUM 
CONFERENCE

THE 2020
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For more information, please contact: 
Allison Swanson 

Radius Child and Youth Services 
60 Lakeshore Road West | Oakville, ON | L6K 1E1 

aswanson@radiuschild-youthservices.ca 

Special thanks to the Continuum Committee and 
their organizations for their continued support!
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Youth Justice Division, Ministry of  
Children, Community and Social Services


